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helps to foster training and research efforts in the region, with an endogenous 
emphasis but with international academic standing. The Journal Quipu (published 
by the LSHST) will serve to disseminate the results of research and teaching 
activities of this Center. 
During the meeting three symposia were held, their topics being: (a) Epistemol- 
ogy and History of Science, with an emphasis on the object and methodology of 
historical research in the region; (b) History of Science and Ethnoscience of Pre- 
Hispanic cultures; and (c) Science in Colombia (New Granada) at the time of the 
Botanical Expedition of Jose C. Mutis (at the end of the 18th century). 
A number of lectures and short talks were included, illustrating a variety of 
interests and approaches to historical studies in progress in Latin America. A 
significant portion of these lectures and talks dealt with studies on the history of 
mathematics in pre-Columbian America and the way that European mathematics 
was transferred to America. Some examples are: “Pre-Columbian Mathematics in 
Colombia” (V. Albis); “Numerical Representation in Some Pre-Columbian Cul- 
tures” (D. Pareja); “The Illustration and Teaching of Mathematics in the New 
Granada” (L. C. Arboleda), and “Physics in Argentina: A Brief Historical Ac- 
count” (Celina A. Lertora). 
Finally it should be mentioned that the Seminar ended with the constitution of 
the Colombian Society for the History of Science and Technology, by 40 Colom- 
bian participants. The new Society elected an Executive Committee including: J. 
Arias de Greiff (Director of the Astronomical Observatory in Bogota) as Presi- 
dent, R. Martinez (Universidad de Antioquia) as Vice President, L. C. Arboleda 
(Universidad de1 Valle) as Executive Secretary, Diana Obregon (Colombian 
School of Medicine) as Treasurer, and J. L. Villaveces (Universidad Nacional- 
Bogota) as Auditor. 
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The Institute of the History of Science and Technology of the Academy of 
Sciences of the USSR and the Odessa K. D. Ushinsky State Pedagogical Institute 
jointly sponsored the Third Summer Conference on the History of Mathematics, 
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which took place in Odessa from August 30 until September 6, 1984. The first 
conference was held in Tartu, 1973; the second was in Liepaya, 1978. 
The Organizing Committee of the Conference was headed by the Rector of the 
Odessa State Pedagogical Institute, Professor V. B. Petrovich, and the Program 
Committee was chaired by Professor A. P. Youschkevitch of the Institute of the 
History of Science and Technology, Moscow. 
The one hundred nine participants arrived in Odessa from thirty two cities. 
Among them were twenty-six scientists from the Universities, twenty-five scien- 
tists from Institutes of the Academy of Sciences of the USSR and the Academies 
of Sciences of Soviet Union Republics, as well as nineteen teachers and research- 
ers from pedagogical Institutes. 
Of the one-hour lectures delivered at the sessions, twenty-two were devoted to 
various questions of the history of mathematics, including: 
1. The problem of interaction of mathematics (especially mathematical analysis) 
and the mathematical treatment of science since the 18th century; and 
2. Philosophical problems in connection with the analysis of the development of 
mathematics, especially the origin and development of mathematical ideas in their 
philosophical context. 
Sessions were held at the Odessa State Pedagogical Institute, camp “Storm- 
petrel.” Most sessions were held from 9:00 AM until 13:00 PM, but some recon- 
vened in the afternoons. The following lectures were delivered: 
AROV, D. Z. (Odessa): Mathematics at the Odessa State Pedagogical Institute 
BASHMAKOVA, I. G. (Moscow): On the Role of Interpretations in the History of 
Mathematics 
GAVRILOV, N. I. (Odessa): The Development of Stability Theory in the Papers of 
A. M. Liapunov 
GINDIKIN, S. G. (Moscow): Plucker’s Ideas in Modem Theoretical and Mathe- 
matical Physics 
DEMIDOV, S. S. (Moscow): N. V. Bugayev and the Origin of the Moscow School 
of the Theory of Real Functions 
DOROFEYEVA, A. V., AND TIHOMIROV, V. M. (Moscow): The Variational Calcu- 
lus from the End of the 19th Century 
IDLIS, G. M. (Moscow): On the Mathematical Uniformity of the Structural Forms 
of Matter at Every Level of its Natural Organisation 
KIRO, S. N. (Odessa): Mathematics at Odessa University; and A. M. Liapunov’s 
Life and Work 
LAPTEV, B. L. (Kazan): On the Origins of N. I. Lobachevskii’s Scientific Interests 
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LOOMISTE, U. G. (Tar&): On the History of Analytical Methods in Geometry and 
Their Applications (Tartu Center, 1820- 1830) 
MARKUSH, I. I. (Uzhgorod): The Development of Asymptotic Methods in the 
Theory of Differential Equations 
MEDVEDEV, F. A. (Moscow): Proofs Studied from the Standpoint of History of 
Mathematics 
MONASTYRSKY, M. I. (Moscow): Topological Concepts in Physics (Past and 
Present) 
PARSHIN, A. N. (Moscow): Giidel’s Theorems: Their History and Pre-History 
POSTNIKOV, M. M. (Moscow): Is Mathematics a Natural Science? 
ROSENFELD, B. A. (Moscow): The Geometry of Figures of Symmetry and Figures 
of Simplicity 
SOLOVIEV, A. D. (Moscow): The Origin and Historical Development of the Math- 
ematical Theory of Reliability 
UYOMOV, A. I. (Odessa): On the Development of Mathematics from a Non-Set 
Theoretic Point of View 
VIZGIN, V. P. (Moscow): Between Mechanics and Mathematics: The Role of 
Analytical Mechanics in the Development of 19th-century Mathematics 
At the afternoon sessions, G. P. MATVIEVSKAYA (Tashkent) read a paper on 
“Dtirer, Geometry and Masons,” and N. V. ZVOLINSKY (Moscow) lectured on 
“Recollections of N. N. Lusin.” 
There were two round-table conferences. The first was devoted to “Teaching 
the History of Mathematics at Universities and Pedagogical Institutes.” I. G. 
BASHMAKOVA (Moscow), who chaired the discussion, described the structure of 
the course on history of mathematics at Moscow University. She stressed that the 
approaches to teaching this subject at universities and pedagogical institutes must 
be different, and named the main unsolved questions. These and other issues were 
vigorously discussed, above all questions related to teaching the history of mathe- 
matics at pedagogical institutes, because such courses will be obligatory for future 
mathematicians according to the new teaching plans. The second round-table 
conference concentrated on philosophical problems of the methodology of mathe- 
matics and its history. A. G. BARABASHEV (Moscow) began the discussion with 
some problems that are now being investigated most intensively. 
The Odessa conference has helped to reinforce coordination of research related 
to the history of mathematics in the USSR. It also served to strengthen ties 
between historians of mathematics and historians of physics and mechanics, 
as well as contacts between specialists in concrete mathematical subjects and 
philosophers who are studying the development of physical and mathematical 
sciences. 
